Airway reconstruction following laryngotracheal thermal trauma.
Care of burn patients is a complex problem for the trauma team involving management of fluid and electrolyte imbalances, infections, and ultimately reconstruction. Patients with burns of the head, neck, and upper thorax present a series of unique problems because of a high incidence of associated upper and lower airway thermal trauma necessitating intubation and ventilatory support. A series of cases requiring laryngotracheal reconstruction following severe burns to the head and neck region is reported. Methods of treatment are discussed as well as modifications of standard burn therapy to decrease the incidence of severe scarring.